r,. 

* ys 
ay 
of 


a 


‘Cloatbing ! And the lite. 


— ve “aa 


Affairs of FRANCE: 


With Obfervations on Transactions at Home. 


Tuelday, September 25. 1705. 


Cannot quit this Cafe without Entring 

upon the real Defence of the Church 

of Englaud, as now Eftablifh’d, under 

the prefent Article of Proteftant Settle- 
ment. 


_ Tam not fo Ignorant of the Natural Con- 


fequence of this, as not to know the Propo- 
fal feems to lie a little open to the Party 3 
and methinks I fee fome Gentlemen of that 
fide Opening at it at firft Sight: D—n rbis 
Scribler, be's a going to fet up for a Champion 


| the Church; a fine Comedy indeed, the Dif- 


enters undertake the Vindication of the Church, 


Phanaticks Difpute for the Church, the Fox 
fet to keep the Geefe, she Wolves in Sheeps 


Well, Gentlemen! And who can Poe it ? 
Such a Foorball have you made of the 
Church, fo low have you brought her, fo 
have you Expofed the Church of England, 
that if you go on, you will do more to link 
the Dijznrers in her General Intereft, than 
ever was done before, 


When we Talkeof the Church of England, 
under the Single Diftin&tions of Conformifts 
and Diffenters, there is indeed a Separation, 
and atoo wide Difference between them in 
this Nation ; so Man more Earneftly wifhes 
the Breach were reduc’d, and quite healed, 
than my felf ; and no Man has a greater Opi- 
nion of its Ealinefsto be done, than T- 

- But let us Diftinguifh Right here, and a 
little fair Reafoning will bring us to an Un- 
derftaading of the Cafe. If you Talk of 
the Church of England, in Oppofition to 
Popery, in the Article of General Reforma- 
tion, the Church of England. ftands United 
with all Englifh ProseStants, of whatfoever 
Clais or Denomination they are; the Church 
of Exgland, with all her Weak Brethren, 
with all her Separating Brethren, make then 
bute one General Body of Protestants, united 
in Affeétion, and particularly United in In- 
tereft to Oppofe Popery, Idolatry, and all 
Sorts of Innovation, Tyranny and Oppref= 
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‘manner they United in the Time of King 


fion, whether Civil or Eccle 
Fames, and in this manner, to Call in the 
Prince of Oranges they muft all Unite upon 
vests the like Emergency, and will do 
O 

Tis in vain to attempt to feparate them, 
whom Intereft has joyn’d, no Man can put 
afunder 3 "tis vainto Expeét they can part 5 
when ever they are pufh’d at bya third Par- 
ty, they will all joyn together, and would 
be Diftraéted if they did not. 

Two Boys fell out at Play, and fell to 
Fighting 5 the People run to part them, 
and cry’d out, They were Brothers ; and one 
more forward, bear the Biggeft, tor Quar- 
relling with his Little Brother; when: the 
Little one fawone a Beating his Brother, he 
runs up to hi, W’bt’s that to you, fays he, 
why we Quarrell’d, do you let kim alone, and 
fo both the Brothers fell upon him; it is 
moft certain, whatever the Divifions and 
Breaches may be between the Diffentersand 
the Church; if Popery attacks them, they 
will both Joyn, and Fight againft Po- 
pery- 

From hence I draw thele, J bore ju In- 
ferences. 

1. How juftly might they agree before, 
that can fo readily agree afterward ? How 
reafonable is it they fhould agree now, when 
they can fo eafily agree then ? 

2. How horridly do they Abnufe the 
Church, who reprefent it as impoffible fhe 
fhould agree with Proreftane Diffenters, and 
yet would have her Reconcil’d to the Popijb 
Church of France ? ; 

3. They that pufh the Difference between 
the Church of England and the Difenters 
too far, or to a;Violent Extream, go The 
Shorte Way to Unite them. 

They that think the Reconciliation be- 
tween the Diffewters, and the Church of 
England, move Difficult than the Reconcilia- 
tion between the Church of England, and 
the Roman Casholicks, in my Opinion, feem 
to raife a moft Intolerable Scandai upon 
the Church, as if her Reformation was fo 
Tun up to an Extream, either that it can go 
no farther to meet the Diffenters, or that it 
fhould repent of what wasdone, and thould 
go back again from whence the Reformation 
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Reformation. ny 

To fay there is fuch an Affinity 
the Church of England, and th 
oh pour alee pe of French 
that they might be eafily reconcil 
jultifie what ote too rigid Difenters 
tormerly fuggefted, and to put it in Pr. 
tice, would be the way to double the N; 
ber of Difenters inthis Nation; What th 
can thefe People mean by it ? The each 
upon the Church is wide enough already, : 
and all good Men wifhithealed 3 but to go 
this way to Work, is either to Unravel the © 

Reformation, orto widen the Breach 
tween the Diffenters and the Church, and — 
make it Irreconcileable. 

Not then-to Enter here into that fataf 
Queftion, How far the Church of England, 
bears an Affinity to the Church of Rome; I 
fhail firft give my own Opinion in the Gene 
raland Main Queition, and then go on to 
Examine the Confequences of fuggefting 
fuch a thing at thistime of Day. 

It may be Immaterial as to the Church, for 
me to give my Opinion in this Cafe;but as to 
the Principles of this Paper, and its Author, 
I believe it may not be ulelefs, and therefore 
I freely Declare, 

I firmly believe the firft Reformation of — 
the Church ot England, from the Errors of 
the Church of Rome, to be the Immediate 
Finger of Almighty God, the Work of the 
Divine Spirit, reftoring the Purity of Reli- 
gion, bringing it toa Praétice more agrees. 
able to his Will, and purging ic from thofe 
Grofs Additions of Humane Invention, 
which were Crept into it by the Errors of 
Agese 

1 own, and freely upon all Occafions ace 
knowledge the Church of England to bea 
True Church, and in the Communion of 
which, a Christian walking accordiag as God 
fhall Enlighten him, may be faved ; | freely 
fubfcribe to all her Doétrinal Articles, and 
fo do the General Body of all the Diffenters 
in England. 

The Difference princlpally lies in what 
Mr. 1—ly calis the Regale and Pontificate in 
Ceremonies, the Epifcepal Hierarchy, and 
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‘L firmly believe Popery in all its parts, -to be 
ent with the Noétrine of “ Church 


icable between the - 


gland.and the Papifis 5 and 


that to fuggeft itis a Vile Attempr, to make 
the Church of 14 Odious in the Eyes | 
2 of all thofe tha ent from her, and to 


preven: their being Reconcil’d to her. 

Fhe Churchof England Abhors and Re- 
nounces all the moft Effential Points which 
_Conftitute the Church of Xome, of which 
the Real Prefence. of Chrift in the Sacra- 


ment, has fo Nobly be¢n Oppos’d,and Seal’d 


_- with the Blood of fo many Martyrs, that to 


fay there ‘can bea Conceffion on both fides to 
amount to a Reconciliation, unlefs the 
Church of Rome can be brought to Concede 
that main Point to the Church of England, 
is to raife a Scandal upon the Blood of thofe 
Noble Confeffors, and to Overthrow the 
Foundation of the Reformation. 

The Diffenters however they may think 
themfelves farther Reformed, can never fo 
far abandon their Brethren Proteftants of the 
Church of Englind, aseither to Difown the 
Glorious Reformation, made by them from 
Popery, or todeny their being a True Effen- 
tial Church ; Thoufands of Diffenters have 
by a Conformity tocthem in fundry Particu- 
lars,and on Various Occafions, teftify’d their 
Charity for them asa Church; I mean here, 


Befides fuch as bave Occafionally Conform’d, as. 


4 Qualification, whofe PraBice 1 By, as Lever 
aid, Explode and Condemn. : 

To Differ in fome Points of Circumfanti- 
als, does no way imply, that we muft Un- 
church all their Societies, Ungofpelize all 
their Minifters, and turn them back from 
whence they came, as a Church Reform’d fo 
little, as not to differ much from their Ori- 
ginal. 

As the firft Reformers of the Church of 
England, with a Chriftian Zeal and Forti- 
tude, freely Sacrific’'d their Lives, and be- 
came Glorious Triumphing Martyrs for their 
Profeffion ,and for the Name of Jefus Chrift; 
fo. i make no doubt, fhould God call the 


Power of the Civil Magiftrate in Impo- 
fing and makioz Indifferent things ‘Neck 
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Church of England again.to the fatne Fier 
Trial, siete weds Sofeontseaiicue tae 
feffors of the Faith of Jefus, who would fol- 
low him to the Death,as there was then; and 
who would fairly clear the Church from that 
Abominable Scandal Mre L—ly has caft on 
her, of being fo eafily to be Reconci!’d to 
the Church of Rome, as that the Allowances 
on both fides need to be but fmall. 

‘Nor do I make any doubt,-but in cafe of 
fuch a Trial and Perfecution of Protestants, 
the Church,with all her Diffenting Brethren, 
would joyn in Charity to each other, as well 
as joyn in a Zeaious Afferting of the Princi- 
ples of the Protestant Religion, which they 
Mutually Profefs, according to that Eminent 
and Famous Inftance of Bifhop Ridley, and 
Bifhop Aooper. 

If my Charity is too large, and I am apt 
to hope too much, Iam to be Excufed ; fince 
I fay nothing but what is Congruous to the 
Principles of both, and fince the Conjanéti- 
on of both has been frequent in Civil Cafes, 
and on Occafions of far lefs Confequence, 
and Ihope will always be fo, as in the Cafe 
of the Popifb Plot, the Bill of Extlufion, the 
Revolution, and the like. te 

To fay then of the Church of England, 
that with fmall Allowances, fhe may go back 
to the Church of Rome, or France, is to 
Blafpheme the Reformation, Brand all the 
Profeffors of the Church, wich Prevarication 
and Hypocrifie; ‘tis a horrid Abufe of the 
Church, ‘tisa Forgery Inconfiftent with her 
Cannon ard Articles of Faith; ’tisa Wicked 
Attempt to blift the Reputation of the 
Church, and to oring her Conftitution into 
Contempt among all the Reformed Churches 
of Europe. 

And are thefe the Defenders cf the Church 
of England? Are thefe the Champions of 
the Church? ’Tis hard, Gentiemen of the 
Church of Englazd, that you fhould leave 
thefe things to befpoken to, or Defended by 
a Difjenter Roufe up your felves, 
Gentlemen, and fpeak up for the Purity of 
your Religion, andletthe Regard you bear 
tothe Reformation, Sealed by the Blood of 


Church of England Martvrs, appear in de- 


claring your felves againftfuch Horrid Bar- 


barous Suggeftions as thefe ; Can you Re- 
concile 


- 
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concile your felves eafily to Rome, Gentle- 
men? And are the Differences between you. 
but {mall ? Never Blame the Diffenters shen 
for feparating from you! We Delire to be 
always Diffenters from Popery, we Defire no 
Reconciliation with Rome, unlefs Rome Re- 
forms ? If you are for going back 3 nay, if you 
are Qualified in your Conftitution for fuch a 
Reconciliation, tisthe more Sign that you 
were not Rzform’d enough ; and by Confe- 
quence, that the Diffenters had very good 
Grounds to Juftifie their breaking off from 
you asa Bedy. 

To conclude : There can be no Argu- 
ment made ufe of, to prove either that 
die Cherch of England can, or that fhe ought 
ro Reconcile her felf to the Church of Rome, 
but what willac the fame time Juftifie the 
Diffensers breaxing off from her, er Con- 
dern her firit Returmation ; and this I 
dare undeitaks to make goed. 

Upon the Whole, for the Argument is 
InSnize in its Variety, the Scandal of this 
Wew-ftarted Notion, is Intollerable 5 and 
chey that have ftarted it ought to ‘~ look’d 
upon as Perfons really del:gning the Over- 
throw of the Cburch of Englund, and rairly 
Di:covering themfelves, 

Here, Gentlemen, is the Danger of the 
Church, hethat cannot fee it is Blind ia the 
worft Sence of Stupidity; he that can fee it, 
and js Unconcern’d at it, Difcovers he is not 
in the True Intercft of the Church of Eng- 
land, and cares nothing for either her Profpe- 
rity or Defruétion. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


To be Lett. 

Very Good Houfe, Furnifhed or Un- 

furnifhed, having Three Roos ona 
Floor. Being proper for any Member cf 
Parliament ; or to Lére in Lodgings to 
Members of Parliament, and having a Back- 
Door leading into the Cours of Requefts. 
Koquire ac Alive’s Cofee-Houjse in Old Paliace 
Yard, Wefiminfter. 


7Hereas 2 Propofal has 
the Author of this 
{criptions to a Book in Fo 
tled, Jure Divino; or ee 
Paffive Obedience. To which, Ab 
Gentlemen having long fince Sub{cr 
the Time feeming long for its comit 
fome very Good Keafons having odl 
Authortoputaftop toit, = 
Thefe are to give Notice, That the 
Bouk is now in the Prefs, and thall 
to be Printed with all Expedition: / 
for the further Satisfaion of the Subd: 
bers, the Sheets = be feen by any thar 
leafe to give themfelves that Trouble, ac — 
: e Matthems’s, as they come our of che — 
refs. ar 
All thole Gentlemen, who have Collefed 
Sub{criptions for this Book.are Nefir'd to fend 
in an Account of what Number they have 
taken, there being no more to be Printed. than 
fhall be given Notice, as Subferibed 5 and, if 
they pleafe, to Pay the Subfcription Money ta 
Mr. Matrhews, in Pilkington Court, Little. Britain, 
Receipts will be given there for it: 


ASSE’s Elixir for the Gout and Rheuma- 

tifin ; fer the Cholick, Stone, Gravel, 
and Ulcers in the Bladder and Kidpeys ; a fure 
Remedy for the Dry-Gripes in the Weft-In- 
dies. Price Three Shillings the Half-pi-t,with 
Printed Directions. Sold by Mr. James Atkin- 
fon, near Cherry-Garden Stairs, Ke: .srhith. 
Mr. John Rogers, St2tioner, near th. Tower, 
‘.. Brightman’s Coffes-houfe near Wapping 
Old-Stairs. At Nando’s Coffee-houfe near 
Temple-Bar. At North’s Coffce-houfe in 
King-ftreet. Mr. George Flower, Inftrument- 
maker, near Cock-hill. Mr, John Thornton, 
inthe Minories Mr. Richard Mount, Stati- 
oner, on Tower-hill. Mr. Baker, Boo'teller, 
at Mercers Chappel. Mr. Clark, Bookfeller, 
in Birchin-line. At Jones’s Coffee-houfe in 
Finch-lanc, Mrs, Bond, next Door to Man’s 
Coffee-houfe near Whitehall. Ives’s Coffee- 
houte iit Rartholomew-laae. Mr. Billingsfley, 
under the Royal-Exchange. At Oliver’s Cof& 
fee-houte, at Weitminiter-hail Gate. Mrs. 
Miller, Milliner, at the Red M. in Pope’s-head 
Alley. Mr. Walzy, at the Magoye without 
Rithopfgate. Roe’s Corfee-houfe, at the 
Bridge toot in Southwark. At the Admiralty 
Co'fee-houfe. S. Malthus in London-houle 


a and at his own Houfe in Clements- 
ane, 
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